Curriculum requirements are set initially by the State, but are often
supplemented at the local level.  Comparison of requirements at the two levels
would reveal interesting ranges of variation (Selden). As indicated above, this
is also an area where international comparisons are thought to be important.

Requirements for high school graduation are an important sub-set of
requirements, and proposals for raising these requirements have passed or are
pending in a number of States.  Other suggestions include:

o A mapping of the similarities and differences in, State

requirements,
o High school graduation requirements adjusted

to some common norm across States (Odden).
o Specification of requirements in terms of both specific

courses or content and number of units (AAP)*

INSTRUCTION

"Instruction" is a general category covering the methods or technology of
teaching, grouped here under the headings of organizational arrangements,
instructional practices, and school resources.

Organizational Arrangements.  Practices regarding tracking and grouping have
been among the most controversial in education.  Patterns for elementary and
secondary education are somewhat different (McPartland),  Elementary schools
tend to assign students to classes randomly but to sort students into
homogeneous achievement groups within the classroom for instruction.  In
contrast, secondary schools tend to create more homogeneous instructional groups
by placing students in programs and tracks (e.g., college preparatory,
vocational, general) by achievement level.  Within tracks students may be
further separated by level, e.g., high, medium, and low sections of the same
English course.  Further, with respect to corrective instruction, elementary
schools are more likely to use within-class instruction while high achoola are
more likely to have separate remedial classes with specialized teachers.

McPartland speculates that researchers would likely agree that such tracking and
grouping practices have negative effects on the development of students in the
lowest groups, but that teachers would be equally agreed that homogeneous
grouping of students produces greater learning because instruction is targeted
to student needs. However, he feels that the appropriate experimental research,
has not yet been done and that it is therefore too soon to draw scientific
conclusions.  In the meantime, we need to collect data on these practices eo
that they may be properly assessed.  He notes in particular that no good data
are now available on grouping practices at the middle and junior high school
levels.

A variety of other dimensions of organizational arrangements are of interest:

31tivities  (Cronin,  McPartland,  Coleman).    Coleinan views  such
